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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 





LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medici It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 





gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev.Father Kuenzle I 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses,stiffness of the limbs,faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especial- | 
ly on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Price $2.50 per box. } 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 





INFORMATION CORNER .- 


Caution! It frequently happens that letters intended for us are 
addressed to Clyde ““Miss.” Such letters are forwarded to Clyde 
“‘Mississippi,” whereby several days’ delay is occasioned, and they 
are exposed to the risk of being lost. We therefore ask our friends 
kindly to write out the word “‘Missouri” in full or to use its proper 
abbreviation ““MO.” 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month 
and the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads “July 
23,” your subscription expired with the July, 1923 issue; if “Aug. 
23,” it expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us ro days 
or so before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable 
to change the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your 
subscription is paid will appear on the following number. 


To Avoid the Loss of your magazine, kindly notify us of your 
change of address not later than the 15th of the month and send 
both OLD and NEW address. 





Any ONE of these Premiums for NEW 
Subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


PDE 


For One New A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
Medal of St. Benedict. A beautiful picture of the 
Holy Christ of Limpias, size 16x21 or 16x 25. 
The magnificent picture of His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16 x 22. 





Subscription 





ae 


For Two New The “Golden Book” a complete prayer-book dedicated 
to the Heavenly Mother and containing the treatise of 
Blessed de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary;” red 
edges, cloth binding, 448 pages. A beautiful picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 
size 15 x 22. 





Subscriptions 





PPE 


For Three New “The Blessed Virgin Library” - A veritable Treasure 
House of precious jewels - Eight most charming and 
inspiring booklets in honor of Our Lady. “The Last 
Supper”, size 20x32; the original is considered the greatest masterpiece of 
Christian Art; this picture should be in every home. 





Subscriptions 





PPE 


For Four New “The Golden Book”, leather binding, gilt edges; a 











Subscriptions complete prayer-book, containing the treatise of Bl 
de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.” 
ee 
For Six New A highly blest Jubilee medal of St. Benedict, heavily 
Subscriptions gold plated, on chain, or ona bar. A fine gold chain 





rosary, warranted 10 years. 


Pee 


For Ten New An artistic oval bead, gold chain rosary, warranted 
Subscriptions 20 years. 











What a contrast: when Mary met Jesus carrying His Cross to Calvary, tie sword of sorrow pierced 
her maternal heart through and through; and now at Mary’s assumption into heaven, oh, with 
what ecstasy of joy and delight she meets and embraces her Jesus! Pain is short; joy eternal. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 
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Mary, Most Beautiful! 


For the Feast of the Assumption 










~ Cn EAUTY of face and form are only vain and tran- 

3 by sient, often dangerous. We are taught this by 
a ay | Holy Writ, and it is proved by daily experience. 
es RIA > Nevertheless, beauty must be considered as a 
[era et2| gift of God. Beauty often makes virtue appear 
more charming, commendable and attractive. St. Thomas of 
Aquin says that everything belonging to perfection was em- 
bodied in the Blessed Virgin. Therefore, without hesitation, 
we call her the most beautiful of the beautiful. 

The words of the Canticle of Canticles which Holy Church 
sings on the feast of the Immaculate Conception may be ap- 
plied also to Mary’s exterior form and appearence; Thou art 
all fair and there is no spot in thee, and in another passage; 
O thou most beautiful among women! (Cant. iv. 7; v. 9.) 
The holy Fathers and teachers of the Church agree in regard 
to the personal beauty of the Blessed Virgin, for they extol 
not only the sublime beauty of her soul, but likewise bestow 
highest praise upon her natural perfections. 

_ From the beauty of Jesus, St. Antonin judged the beauty 
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of Mary, presupposing the nobility of the body to correspond 
to that of the soul. He says: “Since the soul of the holy 
Virgin was most holy’ after the soul of her Son, then also her 
body was the holiest and most beautiful after that of her Son. 
The Body of her Son because of Its union with the Godhead, 
was most perfect in regard to beauty; therefore the body which 
stood in Its immediate relation also corresponded to Its beauty 
and this was the body of His Mother.” 

In another passage, St. Antonin says: “If the laws of na- 
ture are not frustrated, the son will always resemble either 
the father or mother.” From this it follows that the Son, 
whose Humanity was taken from His Mother, and not from a 
father, by the operation of God who can neither hinder nor 
err, must necessarily resemble the Mother, and hence, the 
Mother the Son. This Son is most beautiful. “Thou art beau- 
tiful in form above the sons of men.” (Ps. 44), says Holy Scrip- 
ture, therefore His Mother, too, is the most beautiful among 
women. 

Holy Writ extols above measure the beauty of those 
women who were but types of Mary. Of Rachel it says: “She 
was well favored and of a beautiful countenance” (Gen. xxix. 17). 
Of Judith we read: “When the ancients of the city saw her, 
they were astonished and admired her beauty exceedingly” 
(Judith x. 7). “And the servants of Holofernes said one to 
another, “There is not such another woman upon earth in look 
in beauty and in sense of words’” (Judith xi. 19). 

Would these women have surpassed Mary in beauty? By 
no means, for they were her type also inthis. Therefore, St. 
Antonin says again: “Types and figures must resemble that 
which they typify; but the reality stands higher than its type. 
Thence it follows that Mary, who was prefigured by these 
women, was far more beautiful.” 

Dionysius the Carthusian says that Mary’s interior purity 
and sanctity were visibly reflected upon her countenance to 
such a degree, that this brightness had to be modified in 
order that people who conversed with her could endure it; 
also, that a wonderfully sweet fragrance emanated from her 
sacred body. Dionysius the Areopagite related that once when 
the Blessed Virgin appeared to him, he was overcome with 
such fear by the brightness which proceeded from her coun- 
tenance, that he became speechless with awe. When he recov- 
ered, he exclaimed: “O Mary, did I not -believe in thy Son 
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whom Paul preached to me, I would throw myself at thy feet 
and adore thee as the image of the Divine Majesty. And if 
Faith did not teach otherwise, I should never be convinced 
that God the Creator of the world, could be more beautiful 
than thou. But I know He dwells in inaccessible light, and 
that He sent thee to us as a ray to enlighten us whom the 
first woman has brought forth blind into this world.” 
According to revelations made to privileged souls Mary 
did not show age. Although she attained almost the age of 
seventy years, she retained her youthful beauty. All who saw 
her were sweetly impelled to love and preserve their innocence 
and purity, as St. Thomas and other teachers declare. Despite 
her marvelous, indescribable beauty, her look never excited in 
any man a bad thought or unseemly inclination. St. Bonaven- 
ture refers himself to the testimony of the Jews when he says: 
“Some Jews declared it wonderful that, although she was the 
most beautiful of maiders, yet she was never desired by any 
man.” 
St. Thomas confirms this, saying: “The grace of sanctification 
not only suppressed every unlawful emotion in her, but also 
influenced others, so that despite her corporal beauty, she never 
aroused sinful desires in others.” And St. Ambrose expressed 
himself as follows: “So powerful was the grace given to her 
that not only did she preserve the gift of virginity in herself, 
but also imparted holy purity to those who looked upon her.” 


Radiant Beauty in Heaven 


Such was Mary’s beauty and charm on earth; who then 
is capable of describing the radiant beauty of her glorified 
body? If the bodies of the just will shine in heaven as the 
sun, what fulness of glory will then be poured out upon the 
body of the Queen of all saints! 

St. Epiphanius tells of a youth who ardently desired to see 
the beauty of Mary. Morning and evening he prayed fervently 
for this favor. Finally, Mary appeared to him in her glory and 
asked, “Dost thou wish to behold my beauty ?” 

“Ab,” cried the youth, “although I am unworthy of so great. 
a grace, still I desire it with all my heart.” 

“Well, then, behold me!” continued Mary. In rapture the 
youth gazed upon his Heavenly Mother, radiant in splendor. 
After contemplating her for a time, he exclaimed: “Ah, if this 
favor of beholding thee should now be withdrawn from me, I 
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could never again be happy;” and overwhelmed with love and 
desire his heart cleft asunder, — Mary had taken his soul with 
her to heaven. 

Similarly, we, too, would die of joy, were we to see Mary 
in her glory. It is said that Ven. Bernadette of Lourdes, the 
privileged child who beheld Mary Immaculate at the now 
famous grotto, could scarcely look at any image of the Blessed 
Virgin, even the most beautiful. They seemed ugly to her in 
comparison to the countenance of Mary which she had beheld 
in reality eighteen times. If, according to St. Bridget, no 
Christian in this dark world can look upon Mary without being 
wonderfully comforted, what joy, what bliss, will fill our souls 
when we shall be so happy as to behold at the side of Jesus, the 
most beautiful of the sons of men, also Mary His Mother in 
her incomparable beauty, and not only for a few minutes, but 
for all eternity! 

Meanwhile let us keep the beauty of Mary ever before our 
eyes, being firmly convinced that the beauty of the soul, imparted 
to us by sanctifying grace, has far greater value with God than 
the beauty of the body. Above all, let us take great care to 
adorn our soul with virtues and merits, then our body, too, will 
be all the more glorious in the resurrection. Let us rejoice at 
the beauty of Mary, our heavenly Mother; let us praise God 
without intermission for all her prerogatives, and let us often 
excite in ourselves the desire to behold Mary in her glory for 
all eternity in heaven. 


o008 OOS 


Memoirs from the Lives of Eucharistic Saints 





Agee te4 1. John the Almoner, Patriarch of Alexandria, who 
SA REYs] died in 616, distinguished himself through his great 
(a >ey mercy, meekness and patience. He always endeav- 
Maat ored to settle any disputes, any disagreements 
among the souls entrusted to him. There lived in the city a 
nobleman who bore bitter hatred toward a certain person. St. 
John did all in his power to effect a reconciliation, but his 
efforts were in vain. 

Once the saint sent for the man, asking him to come for 
a consultation on an important matter. When the nobleman 
arrived, John invited him to come to his chapel as he wished 
first to offer up the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Besides his 
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guest, no one was present except the server. It was custom- 
ary at that time for the priest and people in common to pray 
the “Our Father” aloud after the Consecration. Having come: 
to the fifth petition, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us,” John and the server suddenly 
were silent, so that the guest alone pronounced these words. 
The patri- 
arch then 
turned to- 
ward the 
unrelenting 
man and ad- 
dressed him 
in solemn, 
earnest 
words: “Con- 
sider well, 
my friend, 
in what an 
awful mo- 
ment you say 
to our Lord: 
‘As I forgive, 
so do Thou 
' forgive me.’ 
Consider 
“Ke Wey well the 
LN ee Ve! WOrdS that 
St. John the Almoner your mouth 
when you 
assist at this tremendous Sacrifice, in which Jesus Christ is 
immolated, who from the tree of the Cross pardoned the peni- 
tent thief. Doubt not, He is your Savior, but likewise your 
Judge. Woe to you, if He forgives you as you forgive those 
who have injured you!” 

The man, hitherto unreconcilable, was profoundly moved, 
fell at the saint’s feet and said: “Father, what thou dost com- 
mand I am ready to do.” The patriarch raised him up and 
gave him the kiss of peace. The man publicly forgave his 
enemy, and their respective parties followed the example of 
their leaders, thus restoring mutual peace. 
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Blessed Herman Joseph, born in Cologne, Germany, in 
1150, lived in intimate intercourse with our Lord and His 
Blessed Mother, especially during the time when he was sac- 
ristan. He breathed fragrant incense when the “Benedictus” 
was sung in choir. Dur- 
ing the Divine Office he 
beheld angels incensing 
the worshippers. To- 
ward the end of his life 
he frequently had long 
ecstasies during Holy 
Mass. When he was 
reproved for wasting 
too many candles, God 
i, . worked a miracle in his 
favor so that during his 
ecstasies the candles 
burned but were not 
consumed. 

His reverence to- 
ward the Blessed Sac- 
rament induced him to 
go every day, in summer 
and in winter, in every 
kind of weather, to the 
best fountain to fetch 
the water that was used 
for Holy Mass. This 

Blessed Herman Joseph fountain was more than 

a mile distant, near the 

foot of the mountain upon which his monastery was built. 

Although only a few drops of water are mixed with the wine 

at the Offertory, yet Herman did not hesitate to undertake 

the fatiguing walk to procure the clearest water to be used at 
the altar. 





* * 
* 


St. Canute, king of Denmark, who was assassinated in 
1086, labored incessantly for the propagation of the Faith, 
made severe laws for the administration of justice, and de- 
fended the oppressed against the great and the powerful, 
without respect to persons. This drew upon him the hatred of 
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the evil doers. 
leader of which was his own brother Olaf. 
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A conspiracy was formed against him, the 


While King Canute was in Odensee assisting at the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass in St. Alban’s Church, his enemies sur- 
rounded the edifice. The king prostrated himself before the 


altar, humbly confessed his faults, and havin 
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St. Canute, King of Denmark 


g solemnly de- 


clared that he 
forgave all his 
enemies, he re- 
ceived Holy 
Communion. 
While his en- 
emies were 
storming the 
church on all 
sides, Canute 
remained in 
prayer. 

Prince Bene- 
dict, a faithful 
brother of the 
king, bravely 
defended the 
entrances tothe 
church, but the 
conspirators 
threw stones 
through the 
windows. One 
stone struck 
and wounded 
the king’s fore- 
head, still he 
continued in 


prayer. One ofthe leaders of the rebels, under the pretext of 
making peace negotiations, gained admission to the church. 
Having come near the king, the rebel drew forth a dagger and 
thrust it into Canute’s body. With outstretched arms, Canute 
lay before the altar, recommended his soul to God, and 
dying, prayed for his murderers. A javelin, hurled at him 
through the window, proved the final stroke to the victim’s 


sacrifice. 
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St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, a Capuchin, who died in 1622, 
was remarkable for his active charity and apostolic zeal. 
Once he said to a confrere: “There are two favors for which I 
beg unceasingly — to spend my life without committing a 
mortal sin; to shed my blood for Christ and His Church.” 





St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen 


God heard his servant’s prayer. Fidelis was commissioned 
to go to Graubuenden, Switzerland, there to convert the Cal- 
vanists. With holy joy the saint accepted this command, and 
by his preaching and example reclaimed many to the truth. 
On the fourth Sunday after Easter, in 1622, he celebrated Holy 
Mass with ardent devotion in Gruesch, then went to Sewis, 
where he had been invited to preach. During the sermon a 
band of armed men surrounded the church, and a bullet 
whizzed passed his head. Fidelis left the pulpit, and kneeling 
before the altar offered his life to God. Then he left the 
church to preserve it from sacrilegious bloodshed. Outside 
the Calvanists clubbed him, pierced him with lances, and one 
finally split his head. The saint, whilst praying for his enemies, 
breathed forth his spirit, a martyr, as he had so ardently desired. 
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For the Beatification of Pope Pius X 


SPN? | OPE Pius X was born at Riese, in the“diocese of 
y, 


| 
| 
| 


: Se) 33 
Sa 


( 
A = - 


Treviso, June 2, 1835. He was ordained priest, 


7 Ze September, 18, 1858 and was made pastor of 
Bee (©2445) Salzano in 1867. In the year 1870, he joined the 
Koem84) Third Order of St. Francis. In 1875, he was 
elected canon of Treviso and November 10, 1884, was made 
Bishop of Mantua. June 15, 1903, he was created cardinal 
and patriarch of Venice and inthe month of August of the 
same year, he was elected Pope and assumed the name Pius X. 
On August 20, 1914, God called him to his eternal reward. 

Already petitions have been handed to His Holiness, Pope 
Pius XI, to take the first steps toward the beatification of 
Pope Pius X. This beloved Pontiff of recent and saintly 
memory worked many miracles during his life and some 
obtained through his intercession after his death have been 
made public. Many of these miracles will become known only 
when he is once placed among the number of the saints, because 
he himself did all in his power to prevent people from making 
known his gift of working miracles. Some which have been 
attested are mentioned here. 

In the year 1912, two Sisters who were suffering from an 
incurable sickness, obtained a private audience with the Holy 
Father. They came from their motherhouse in Florence, Italy. 
Full of confidence, they asked the Holy Father to pray for them 
that they might recover. The Holy Father laid his hands‘upon 
them and said, “Have courage and confidence, dear Sisters, you 
will get well again and you will be able to work much for 
the greater honor of God.” At the same moment they were 
both restored to their former health. | 

A father with his son was granted a public audience by 
Pius X. The boy’s legs had been paralyzed from his birth 
and he could not move them. The Pope asked the father to 
bring his poor child to him. Pope Pius held the boy on his 
lap, and after a few minutes the little cripple was entirely 
cured. 

The father of Cardinal Raphael Merry del Val, secretary 
of State to Pope Pius X, was also suddenly and miraculously 
cured by the saintly Pontiff. 

One day a workman, whose arm was all bandaged up was 
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among those to whom Pius X granted a public audience. When 
the Pope approached him, the man showed him his injured arm 
and said, “Holy Father, make me whole.” Pius X smilingly said 
three times, “Yes, yes, yes.” Instantly the man’s arm was healed 
and he felt the same strength in it as in the other arm and 
could move it freely. With a loud voice, he wanted to give 
expression to his gratitude, but the Holy Father immediately 
gave him a sign to be silent. Numerous other people were 
cured by him, but he always demanded that they should only 
secretly thank our Lord for the favor bestowed upon them. He 
used to say, “It is not my work, but the work and power of 
the Holy Keys entrusted to me.” 

A lady once remarked, “People say that you are a saint 
(“un Santo” in Italian) and that you work many miracles” 

The Holy Father replied, “You are mistaken by just one 
letter. I am not a ‘Santo’ but a ‘Sarto’ (Io non sono un Santo 
ma un Sarto)” Sarto was the family name of Pope Pius X. 

Pius X performed miracles not only during his life, but 
since his death miracles have likewise been worked through 
his mediation. 

On November 7, 1914, about ten weeks after the saintly 
Pontiff’s death, Sister Pia del buon pastore, who had been 
miraculously cured by Pius X once before, was a second time 
restored to health after the other Sisters had invoked the 
intercession of Pius X. This time she was suffering from an 
inflammation of the membrane of the brain and her condition 
was despaired of by all physicians. 

Eight months after the death of Pius X, the three year-old 
daughter of Valentino Alberigo was taken dangerously ill. 
The physician said to her mother, “I will do all in my power 
to save the life of your daughter, but I cannot conceal from 
you that my efforts will remain unsuccessful and that your 
child will most certainly die.” The mother prayed to Pius X 
and made a special promise to him. A few hours later, her 
little one was completely cured. The next day the doctor 
declared that a cure of this kind could not have been effected 
by any natural means. 

In the year 1920, the Superioress of the novitiate of the 
Christian School Sisters at Nancy, became mortally ill, but 
recovered after invoking the aid of Pius X. The doctor pub- 
lished an extensive report in which he declared that her cure 
had been possible only by a miracle. 
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The fact has also been confirmed that a Sister afflicted 
with cancer who was near dissolution, was miraculously cured, 
after a Roman collar which had been worn by Pius X, was 
placed upon her. ; 

It is also reported that Pius X appeared several times in 
the Vatican after his death. May the confidence of the faithful 
whose supreme Pastor and Father Pius X was for more than 
ten years, grow from day to day, so that God may honor and 
glorify His pious servant by many more miracles. 


Cure of Two Nuns by Pius X 
Here follows a detailed account of the cures referred to in the preceding article. 

In 1914 the Revui Mariale of Lyons, organ of the Inter- 
national Marian Congresses, gave an account of the cure of 
two religious that was effected in the Vatican by the Holy 
Father. Two nuns belonging to the Stigmatines, a congregation 
affiliated to the Order of St. Francis, had been suffering for 
years from tuberculosis, and, according to the opinion of the 
physician, had but a short time to live. Both were about the 
same age, somewhat more than twenty. The idea occurred to 
them that, if they could make a pilgrimage to Rome and receive 
the Holy Father’s blessing, they would be cured. The superior 
at first naturally refused their request; but as they continued 
to plead, she finally, in order to do them a last favor gave her 
consent. A second permit was necessary, namely, that of the 
physician. He, however, would not hear of such a thing. “It 
were downright folly,” he said. The two religious made novenas, 
one after another. Finally the physician consented. “Well,” 
he said, “if you wish to die in Rome, you may go.” One more 
permit was required, that of the Provincial of the Franciscan 
Order, which was likewise obtained. 

The journey to Rome was undertaken without delay. When 
stepping from the train at Rome, one of the nuns was so weak 
that she fell to the ground. The Belgian ambassador who 
happened to be present had both of them taken to the hospital 
of the Franciscan Sisters. Later they were visited by the 
Provincial. Surprised at finding them in such a condition he 
exclaimed, “Had I known that you were so ill, you would never 
have obtained my consent to come to Rome.” 

“So much the better that you did not know it,” replied 
one of the nuns smiling. 

The sisters were cared for at the hospital for eight or ten 
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days before they were able to be taken to the Vatican. Meanwhile 
a petition for an audience had been sent to the Holy Father 
and a physician was called to give temporary relief to the 
sufferers. He was a specialist in the treatment of tuberculosis 
and the president of the Medical Bureau in Rome. He examined 
the patients and told them that they had only a few more days 
to live. But they declared to the physician that they had come 
to Rome to be cured by the Pope. 

“Why, sisters, what are you thinking of! By such ideas 
you bring only ridicule upon your religion; do you expect the 
‘Pope to work miracles? In our time,” continued the learned 
doctor, “the Pool of Bethsaida does not exist.” 

“Vidremo, we will see,” replied one of the nuns. 

Their petition for an audience with the Holy Father was 
granted. It happened that a French Franciscan, P. Dane, had 
an audience on the same day, and the Provincial requested him 
to present the two religious to His Holiness. They were taken 
to the Vatican and went up in the elevator to the second floor to 
the Papal apartments. Several halls and corridors had to be 
traversed before they reached the audience-chamber. As the 
two patients, supported by a sister from the hospital, attempted 
to walk, they broke down. Father Dane hastened to the spot 
to give them the last absolution. They were placed in arm- 
chairs, and the guards carried them to the audience-chamber. 
Shortly afterwards Pius X appeared. The Holy Father first 
spoke a few words to P. Dane, then he looked at the two re- 
ligious and asked who they were. 

“Two nuns, Your Holiness, who beg your blessing,” was 
the reply. The monk had not the courage to add, “in order 
to be healed,” his confidence was too weak. 

“Are you ill?” the Pope asked the two in French. He 
seemed to say these words in the tone of voice in which our 
Lord said, “I have compassion on the multitude!” 

P. Dane remarked to the Holy Father that they were Italian 
nuns, whereupon His Holiness again asked, ‘“‘Poverete, siete 
ammalate? Are you ill?” “Yes, Holy Father, we beg your 
blessing that we may become well.” 

“Holy Father, cure me, that I may be able to observe my 
rule,” said one of the sisters. 

The Pope paused a moment, then said: “Yes!” The expression 
in his answer reminded one of the words in the Gospel: “Volo 
mundare. I will, be thou cleansed.” 
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“Yes, and you will observe your rule for a long time 
yet, you will be a consolation to your superior and will do 
much good for the souls of others.” 

“Heal me, too, Holy Father!” said the other sister. 

“Yes, yes,” replied the Holy Father, and pronounced the 
blessing over her with such piety, as though the words came 
directly from the Heart of God. 

After they had received the blessing, both were seized with a 
sudden tremor to which the Pope paid no further attention. 
He spoke a few more words to them, then turning to P. Dane 
said, “Now let us talk about our affairs,” and they went into 
an adjoining room. When they returned, P. Dane said to the 
Pope, “One more blessing, Holy Father.” 

“Yes, I will bless you once more.” 

The two nuns fell on their knees.— The Pope left the 
room. — Thereupon they seized P. Dane’s hand and said, “Pater, 
siamo guarite. — Father, we are healed!” 

“Yes, you will be restored to health, for the Pope has said 
it,” replied the Father, and called the basslanti, the carriers, to 
take the nuns out again. But they both arose and with firm 
steps walked through the halls and corridors without assistance. 

“What is the meaning of this ?” asked the amazed bystanders. 

“These are the two sick nuns who had just been carried 
in,” replied the priest deeply moved, his eyes filling with 
tears. One can easily imagine what an impression this occur- 
rence made on all. 

After their return to the hospital the two sisters first went 
to the chapel to give thanks to our Divine Lord; they were 
then conducted to the refectory, and they who for ten months 
had taken only liquid food, were served with ham and other 
solid victuals. 

The physician was again summoned. Upon his arrival he 
was greeted with the words, “Doctor, they are cured!” 

“Cured! Vidremo, we shall see,” he answered. 

He examined them and found that the fever had left 
them. — “I need three days to discover whether the cure will 
last,” the doctor said. 

Further examination showed no trace of the disease, nor 
any affected spots. As he was an honest and upright man, he 
gave, at request, a physician’s certificate, and testified to the 
condition of the patients before and after their visit to the 
Vatican. 
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Later, the superior of the hospital where the sisters had 
been cared for had occasion to see the Holy Father and said 
to him, “Holy Father, do you remember the two nuns who 
came here ill?” 

“Yes, yes, I remember them.” 

“They have taken charge of their classes again.” 

“Ah,” replied the Pope, “they had the faith.” : 

We impart these facts to our readers just as the papers 
according to an eye-witness have published them, without 
anticipating the ecclesiastical investigation. 

It would seem that by these wonderful occurrences God 
wished to say to certain Catholics of modern tendency: “If you 
do not want to believe the Pope’s words, at least believe his 
deeds which confirm the truth and seasonableness of his words.” 

Sermonem confirmans sequentibus signis. He confirmed the 
words (of the apostles) with signs that followed. 


A Miracle Ascribed to the Blessing of Pius X 


“In Mount Anville, Ireland, a nun, Sister MacMahon, was 
obliged to undergo an operation on one of her limbs. Her 
malady visibly increased, and before long she lay helpless on 
her bed. By means of the X-ray it was discovered that the 
bone was badly affected with tuberculosis. The sufferings of 
the nun were intense. 

“One of her pupils wrote a letter to Pius X. It was sent 
to a religious in Rome who delivered it to Cardinal Merry 
del Val. Sister MacMahon knew nothing about this. On Oct. 
29th she said to her superior, ‘I do not suffer any more pain.’ 
Her superior knew about the child’s letter to the Pope, but 
said nothing to the nun. The following day the superior vis- 
ited the patient again, who declared that she had not been 
suffering all night. She arose, dressed herself alone and went 
out. 

“Soon after, the following dispatch arrived from Rome: 
‘The Holy Father gladly gives his blessing to Sister MacMahon 
and to the little Irish girl who is so worried about her teach- 
er’s sore limb, and His Holiness promised to pray for her.’ ” — 
This miracle was related by the superior herself. 

Some time later a monk made mention of this cure to 
the Pope. The Holy Father replied, “Please do not mention 
it; in addition to my numerous cares should I be expected 
to heal the sick!” 


ee 
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In 1914 a distinguished dignitary called on two cardinals 
in Rome, who assured him that in the Vatican all possible 
secrecy is observed concerning these wonderful things, which 


in due time will create great astonishment. 
— Church Journal of Savoy 


An Extraordinary Cure by Pius X 


The following extract from a touching letter written by 
Abbe Garnier was published in the “Courrier de Metz,” (No. 
29) Sept. 19, 1912. “A young man, Peter of Beaumont, of 
Villenaved Oron (Gironde), took part in a pilgrimage to Rome. 
He was twenty-one years of age and had been deaf since he 
was two years old; there were ulcers in his ears which had 
caused both ear-drums to burst. Three specialists had treated 
him for a long time and had tried every available remedy, 
but nothing seemed to help. 

“He then joined our pilgrimage to Rome, for the sole 
purpose of asking the Pope to pray for his cure. On Tuesday, 
Sept. 11th, at 11:30 A. M. he and his mother were granted an 
audience at the Vatican. When the Holy Father approached, 
the young man presented his petition. 

“Pius X asked, ‘Have you faith?’ Not being able to hear, 
Peter made no reply; but his mother said, ‘Yes, Holy Father, 
he believes.’ 

“Then the Pope tapped him gently on the head, saying, 
“Yes, yes, yes.’ 

“That same instant the youth could hear and began to 
weep. I saw the young man several times after his cure, and 
have seen him just now. He can hear me if I merely whisper.” 


Abbot of Gottweig 


Here we will cite one remarkable incident which recently 
came to our knowledge: Under date of May 15, 1923, the 
kind and venerated Abbot Adalbert Duengel, of the ancient 
Benedictine monastery Gottweig, Lower Austria, wrote to 
Rev. Father Lukas: “In 1907 I was summoned to Rome by 
the Holy Father, Pope Pius X, to an important conference. 
I was dangerously ill at the time, in fact I expected to die 
very soon, and had already given orders to prepare the black 
ornate for my burial. However, I journeyed to Rome and took 
part in the conference. During the private audience in his 
little room, Pius X took no notice of the evident indications 














August 2. — St. Alphonsus was an ardent lover of the Blessed Virgin. Mary and the Holy 
Eucharist were his life, his joy and the source of all his hope. 
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of my serious illness. Only toward the close of the solemn 
audience in the throne’ room, the Holy Father placed himself 
before me with the words: ‘Look at me; how well I look 
compared to you, yet I say to you, do not despair of your 
recovery, for you will survive me many years,’ — and so it 
has come to pass.” 
A Prophecy 

On August 5, 1903, a saintly widow, Paula Sachetti, died 
in Rome in the odor of sanctity. This noble matron predicted 
at different times, and long before the conclave, that Cardinal 
Sarto would be elected Pope. She declared that according to 
name and deed he would be “Pius,” which means pious; that 
on account of his profound humility he would be a Pope ac- 
cording to the Heart of Jesus; that his pontificate would be 
glorious, and a great blessing for the whole Church. With 
the proper ecclesiastical approbation, the life of this matron 
who was endowed with the gift of prophecy, has been published. 
It seems God wishes to confirm with miracles the teaching, 
regulations and life of heroic virtue of Pope Pius X. 


All intention of anticipating the judgment of the Church is utterly disclaimed. 
The orientation of the miraculous events is in the hands of the representative of the 
beatification process, Dom Benedetto Pierami, the Benedictine Abbot of St. Praxede. 


QOD om 


True Devotion to Mary 
According to St. Alphonsus Liguori 








vation ae ‘innabied through Mary,” while Bl. de Montfort aims 
more at the “perfection of Christians through Mary.” The 
latter, through perfect devotion to Mary, wishes to form, above 
all, apostles of later times, who give all, body and soul, 
senses and faculties, their entire selves as slaves to Mary, by 
living through Mary, with Mary and in Mary. This means to 
- be entirely dependent on her, in order to belong more per- 
fectly to Jesus, and that is to become holy. 

This great father of the Church, St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
does not hesitate to use the expression slave of Mary. He 
says: “We must consecrate ourselves to Mary not only as 
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servants, not only as bondsmen, but as slaves.” He relates 
of St. Peter Damian that, after his conversion, he went to an 
altar of the Blessed Virgin and there consecrated himself to 
her “as her slave.” Of a pcot woman he says that, after 
her conversion, she wore three chains until her death, and 
also wished to be buried with these chains as a remembrance 
that from a “slave of hell” she had become the “happy slave 
of Mary,” her deliverer. 

St. Alphonsus also relates how St. Stanislaus, St. Bernard 
and St. Aloysius, loved Mary even unto folly, and how Father 
Jerome of Trexo, full of joy, called himself only “Mary’s slave.” 
In his book of visits to the Blessed Sacrament, St. Alphonsus 
has a prayer to Mary at the end of each visit. The prayer 
for the twentieth visit reads: “ O Mary, I consecrate myself 
to thee in the quality of slave; save what belongs to thee, 
and is no longer mine.” In the last visit we read, “O Mary, 
grant me the happiness to be thy faithful slave unto death;” 
and in the novena to St. Teresa he concludes the prayer with 
the words, “O Mary, receive me into the number of thy ser- 
vants, as the last of thy slaves.” 

Were St. Alphonsus living now, he would applaud with 
hands and voice the thousands of Christians who proudly style, 
themselves “Mary’s slaves of love.” The object of this devotion 
of the holy servitude of Mary, that is of perfect dependence on 
Mary, of perfect renunciation of self and visible creatures, is 
to belong wholly to Jesus through Mary. That is the easiest, 
surest and safest way to a holy apostolic life, as it is found 
in its fulness in Mary, the Queen of all saints and Queen of 
apostles. This devotion is capable of producing those great 
saints and fiery apostles, which Bl. de Montfort, looking into 
the future, saw in spirit and prayed for in ardent supplication, 
and which in these later times the Church has absolute need 
of for the restoration of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

May you then, dear reader, be animated by the spirit of 
St. Alphonsus and of B!. de Montfort. Read again and again 
that wonderful Golden Book, and do not let anyone dissuade 
you. You will then make great progress in perfection, and 
will taste how sweet is Mary. God reveals this sweet mys- 
tery to the humble and little ones, and conceals it from the 
proud of heart, even though they be ever so learned in other 
respects. “The hungry He filleth with good things, and the 
rich He sendeth away empty.” 
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Each Child, a Star in the Firmament 





Mo 4] HOEVER has once looked into the angel eye of the 

fh soul of childhood and youth, — whoever, aglow with 
the spirit of our Savior, has grasped and 
4 comprehended the words: “If you do not become 
as little children;” and that other severe sentence: “Woe to him 
who shall scandalize one of these little ones!” — such a one will 
know what he owes to a youthful soul. The soul of each child 
is a silent, lovely floweret, a star on the heavenly tent of the 
Father, radiant in its simplicity, purity and confidence, destined 
once to shine in the full greatness and splendor of matured 
personality. 

The foundation of all education is religion. For the 
Christian educator, the child is no mere human child. When 
Holy Scripture first makes mention of the child, it calls the 
child a gift of God. The Christian educator is God’s repre- 
sentative, therefore, also the representative of a higher order 
to which the child must be educated; hence, he is not merely 
a friend and companion of youth. Children in their whole being 
require a firm guidance. Our position toward the child is rooted 
on the footing of religion. Christian education is a building 
up of the noble and beautiful in the child of man, to which 
God’s wisdom and goodness has laid the foundation. 

Religion, however, must begin with the educator. He alone 
can educate properly who not only speaks to the child of 
God, but also speaks often and fervently to God about the 
children entrusted to him. We should not only pray, “Lord, 
make them better;” but, “Lord make me better, that I may win 
them all for Thee.” Only good people can exercise a beneficial 
influence over others. Who and what can make us good, if not 
profound, genuine, true piety, which penetrates all that we 


do and say? 
“Immeasurably happy the child who has a truly Christian 


mother, even though it grow up in tatters and wander to the 
grave in rags. 

“Immeasurably unhappy the child who has an unchristian 
mother, even though it be bedded upon silk and purple,” wrote 
the famous Bishop Ketteler. 

The Benedictine Sisters of Clyde, Missouri, conduct an 
academy, a convent school, where a truly Christian education is 
imparted. All unwholesome influences are removed. Constant 
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attention is paid to the formation of character. Only Catholic 


children from good families are admitted. The academy maintains 
a special department for the accomodation of little girls who cannot 
be properly trained and cared for at home. Under present day 
conditions, women are to be found in every department of the 
business world, and many little ones are thus deprived of a mother’s 
care at the time when it is most needed. In our academy, an 
effort is made to supply to the best of ability, what is necessarily 
lacking in the home training. Parents who entrust the education 
of their children to the Benedictine Sisters of Clyde, Missouri, 
have the assurance that their most precious treasures, their chil- 
dren, will receive a solid education, a religious training and a 
thorough instruction in all the secular branches. What they hold 
dearest, their children, parents wish to place in an academy where 
the religious will replace the mother; where the teachers will 
watch over the instruction of their children with a mother’s care 
and interest, and where the children will feel at home as with 
their parents. For information address 


THE SISTER DIRECTRESS 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


OooDOOCO OS 


Holy Communion in Union with Mary for the 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 





n eau i OW great is Mary’s joy when we offer Holy Com- 
@ munion for the poor souls! What joy would we 
not give to a mother were we to place into her 
4 hands the ransom of her imprisoned son! Similar 
it i is with Mary when we place our good works at her disposal 
for her captive children in purgatory. No one will deny that 
Mary, the Queen of heaven and earth, exercises a special 
dominion in purgatory. To St. Bridget our Blessed Lady 
herself revealed that these souls receive constant mitigation 
and also full release from their torments through her inter- 
cession. Yes, this benign Mother does not disdain to descend 
into purgatory and conduct her clients to heaven. 

This takes place in a special manner on the feast of 
Mary’s Assumption, for this day is a day of rejoicing, not 
only for the Church triumphant in heaven and the Church 
militant on earth, but also for the Church suffering in purga- 
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tory. “On the day of Mary’s glorious assumption into heav- 
en,” writes Gerson, “all the captives of purgatory were set 
free.” Navarin confirms this by adducing weighty testimonies. 
“Upon her entrance into paradise,” he says, “Mary asked as a 
favor, to be permitted to take with her into heaven all the 
souls who were then in purgatory.” 

Ven. Anna Catherine Emmerich says: “I saw to my great 
delight, a vast throng of released souls from purgatory follow 
Mary at her solemn entrance into heaven. At the same time 
I received the consoling revelation that each year, on the an- 
niversary of Mary’s death, many of her clients are released 
from purgatory.” St. Peter Damian relates that a woman 
named Marozin, appeared to a friend after death, and made 
known to her that on the feast of the Assumption of Mary, 
she and many other souls had been released from purgatory. 

Happy are the children of Mary! This good Mother does 
not desert them even in purgatory. Ah, with what longing 
do not her faithful servants await the feast of the Assumption! 
Let us not doubt that Mary has great privileges on this feast 
day. If even St. Francis received from our Lord the promise 
to be permitted to descend into purgatory each year on the 
anniversary of his death, and to conduct a great number of 
souls belonging to his Order into heaven— shall Mary the 
Queen of all saints, be less privileged? According to the 
promise made to Pope John XXII, Mary descends every Sat- 
urday into purgatory. Once on a Saturday, the servant of 
God, Sister Paula, saw the Blessed Virgin in the midst of 
purgatory surrounded by hosts of angels. She commissioned 
the angelic spirits to release from the cleansing fires, all the 
souls who, during life, had practiced special devotion to her. 

Let us not think that we lose anything by receiving and 
offering Holy Communion for the poor souls; on the contrary, 
we gain by what we lose for God and Mary. Holy Commun- 
ion is an act of highest Divine worship, therefore it is an act 
of greatest satisfaction, and only the satisfactory value can be 
applied to the poor souls. Then again, the many acts of virtue 
which the communicant makes before and after Holy Com- 
munion are acts of great satisfaction, especially those which are 
made immediately after Holy Communion in union with the 
sacramental presence of Jesus Christ in the heart. For these 
reasons, Holy Communion is highly recommended by spiritual 
writers as a powerful means of helping the poor souls. 
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Frasinette, a saintly priest, published a special brochure 
treating on the value of offering Holy Communion for the 
departed, and he strongly recommended this practice. Many 
poor souls in their apparitions have begged for Holy Commun- 
ion. A deceased brother of St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi re- 
quested one hundred Holy Communions to be received for 
his release from purgatory. It was manifested to the saint 
that this procured great comfort for the soul. According to 
Ven. Abbot Blosius, a servant of God saw the soul of a de- 
ceased person in the midst of an intense fire. The soul re- 
vealed to the servant of God that he must suffer these excru- 
ciating torments because he had made himself guilty of great 
negligences in regard to Holy Communion. Complying with 
the request of the poor soul, the servant of God received Holy 
Communion for him the following day, and soon after saw 
the soul radiant and glorious. 

From all this we may conclude what Mary is to the souls 
in purgatory, and how wonderfully they are aided by Holy 
Communion. Those souls especially should communicate for the 
poor souls, who have the grace to receive our Lord frequently. 
Mercy towards the poor souls secures many and precious 
graces for us. Through the charity which we exercise toward 
the poor souls, we obtain help in our greatest difficulties. St. 
Catherine of Bologna assures us that many graces which she 
could not obtain through the intercession of the saints, she im- 
mediately received through the poor souls. The Blessed Virgin 
herself in an apparition counseled a pious priest to help the 
poor souls in order to be freed from grievous temptations. Let 
us, too, use this means in all our needs of body and soul. 


ODDO Oo 


Many priests of Germany and Austria live quite destitute 
and have insufficient food and clothing. One priest writes that 
his income is 56 mark a month! One dollar is now valued at 
over 200,000 mark, so we can imagine the deplorable need of the 
poor priests! Yet to them the poor come for help. By American 
Mass stipends, we can relieve these priests and they in turn are 
enabled to aid the poor people. 

‘‘Enclosed find $100.00 for Holy Masses to be sent to the poor priests 
of Germany. | have learned that lending to the Lord is a wise, safe 
investment; pays 100 per cent and is unfailing.’? — A woman’s faith! 
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The Lamp of the Moor 


Continued 





Abel passed out of the palace to his own more humble 
apartment, while Mustapha, quite puzzled, shook his head. 
The holy Virgin, as if to compensate Abel for the interruption 
of his night’s rest, sent him a beautiful dream. He dreamed 
he was taking a walk. His dear Mistress led him by the 
hand, and St. Joseph, his new patron walked at his side. They 
were in a most beautiful garden decked with gorgeous flowers 
and delicious fruits, and the air resounded with enchanting 
music. 

Mustapha, however, could find no rest. Again and again 
he asked himself, what can have happened to Abel? — The 
suspicion finally dawned on him that the whole affair must 
be connected with the lamp before that image. With heavy 
heart he questioned, would Abel become a Christian? “Im- 
possible!” he exclaimed after a moment’s reflection. — “But 
even should Abel become a Christian, Mustapha never, never 
will,” he added defiantly; and with this defiant thought he 
finally fell asleep. 

Early next morning the two slaves met in the garden. 
“Well, Abel, what has happened to you? Why, I hardly rec- 
ognize you anymore.” 

In fact, Abel who generally looked so sullen and gloomy, 
now wore a contented smile, and his dark countenance re- 
flected his inward peace and happiness. 

“O dear Mustapha, I know you won’t believe it! But just 
think, last night the Queen of the Christians appeared to me, 
the sublime Lady whose lamp I light.” 

Mute with astonishment, Mustapha could only stare at 
his fellow slave. 

“Yes, you may well wonder. But it is really and truly 
so. With these my eyes I have seen her— oh, she was ex- 
ceedingly beautiful! — With these my ears I heard her, and 
this hand of mine she clasped with her fair hands.” 

“The Queen of the Christians!” stammered Mustapha. 
“What could she want?” 

Abel looked at his companion calmly and answered frankly, 
“She commanded me to become a Christian and to take the 
name Joseph.” 

At these words Mustapha nodded sadly and reproachfully 
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and said, “At last then, it has come! You, aChristian! See, 
Abel, that is what I always feared. Do you really intend to 
become a Christian ?” 

“With all my heart, dear Mustapha. I can already make 
the holy Sign of the Christians; she taught it tome. See!” — 
And to the great horror of Mustapha, Abel made the Sign 
of the Cross. 


“Poor Abel, You Must have been Bewitched!’’ 


“O my poor Abel, you must have been bewitched. It was 
certainly a wicked sorceress who has deluded you.” 

“No, dear Mustapha,” answered Abel gently but earnestly. 
“Oh, that you, too, could have seen her! No wicked sorceress 
looks like that. — Yes, and you, too, must become a Christian, 
she wants it so.” 

That was too much for Mustapha. As if stung by a viper, 
he darted back. Pale as a corpse, eyes spurting fire, fists 
convulsively clenched, he gnashed his teeth and hissed, “Be 
then a Christian, O faithless one, and abjure our holy prophet 
and his religion! I hate the Christians; I will live and die a 
Mohammedan.” And away he sped. Abel’s eyes followed him 
for the poor Moor loved him as a brother. 

In the course of the forenoon, the priest, as had been 
promised, came to the palace. Delightfully surprised, he lis- 
tened attentively to the account of the apparition by master 
and slave, and thenceforth looked with a sort of reverence 
upon the poor Moor, as the special favorite and protege of: 
the Heavenly Mother. Abel, on his part, as a sign of contrition 
for his previous irreverent conduct towards the priest, had 
cast himself at his feet and humbly kissed the hem of his 
garment. 

The director gently raised him up, and immediately 
began the instructions. But there was no end of surprise for 
both teacher and pupil. Previously, Abel had been a “blockhead” 
when there was question of comprehending something con- 
tained in books, now he understood even the most difficult 
things in the catechism easily and quickly. Formerly, as he 
himself had complained to the Blessed Virgin, he had “a mem- 
ory like a sieve;” now he memorized the most difficult answers 
and the longest prayers without any effort. Previously, he had 
a terrible fright of everything printed or written, now his zeal 
to study the catechism knew no bounds; whenever he had a 
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spare moment he took his catechism, and his soul burned with 
desire to receive the sacrament of baptism. It is not surprising 
then, that the docile Moor made giant progress, and that the 
director after a very short time was able to appoint the day 
for his baptism. 

The good fortune of the poor slave was, however, not to 
remain unclouded, for his fellow slave weighed heavily upon 
his heart. Since that eventful morning Mustapha tried to 
evade Abel wherever possible, and where he could not avoid 
almeeting with Abel he remained dumb to all attempts at a 
conversation, and simply stared at Abel with a look half 
worried, half fiendish. 

Finally, Abel complained of his sorrow to his instructor. 
“Yes, Abel, now you understand,” said the priest, “it was just 
the same with you. Do you not remember how you persisted 
in refusing to listen to my words? Who wrought the change 
in you? Who transformed your heart?” 

“The dear Virgin Mother, my Mistress.” 

“Very true. And so you must pray for the unhappy 
Mustapha, that she may also touch his heart.” 

“I have done so since that morning, Rev. Father; but it 
seems it won’t help.” To be continued 

29090 om 


One Must be Prudent 





3m fp) 1 seems that St. Anthony has been destined by Divine 






“Gr i@rt| many poor children, religious and priests in the 
Prey} stricken countries of Germany and Austria where 
suffering, famine and distress are terrible. Hundreds of thousands 
of children beg for bread, and there is no one to give it to them! 
Thousands of nuns suffer utmost want of all the necessaries of 
life, and who will help? Who can relieve such oppressing need ? 
You, dear reader, can do so aided by St. Anthony, the father 
of the poor. St. Anthony will not do it without you, and you 


should not do so without him! 
Now, let me state the matter a little more clearly. Here on 


earth we must undergo many trials, bear much suffering and 
bitter tribulations. We stand in need of help from above, of the 
protection of heaven. We require thousands of graces before we 
shall reach our heavenly home. In our countless needs, temporal 
and spiritual, we can obtain certain and effectual help through 
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St. Anthony’s bread. In heaven, the power of St. Anthony the 
wonder-worker, is almost unlimited. 

For instance, there is a good Christian mother whose heart is 
oppressed by a bitter sorrow. Perhaps her husband neglects his 
religious duties, or her eldest son intends to marry a non-Catho- 
lic, or some other grief weighs heavily upon her maternal heart. 
Heaven alone can help. To pray is commendable and necessary, 
but prayer should be supported by alms. Now, here is our advice. 
Give St. Anthony’s bread for one month, or if you are wealthy, 
for one whole year, to a poor convent in suffering Germany. 
Ah! many convents beg us most piteously for bread. About two 
hundred forty dollars suffice to supply a poor Carmelite convent 
with bread for one whole year; twenty dollars for one month. 

The Benedictine sisters of Germany and Austria, like the 
Carmelites, live entirely separated from the world, but their 
communities are larger, numbering fifty, sixty, eighty to one 
hundred forty members in a convent. Most of these religious 
live in extreme want and would be very grateful for sufficient 
bread even for a single day. 


A Contract with St. Anthony 


Again, there is a young mother, married but a few years. 
She has a heavy cross. There is discord in the family; she can- 
not help herself, and heaven seems deaf to her entreaties. She 
cannot lay aside much money, but five or ten dollars she can 
spare. She wants peace in the family, therefore she sacrifices 
ten dollars. She sends us the money with the remark that it is 
for St. Anthony’s bread, under the condition that St. Anthony 
would obtain peace for her home. She makes a contract with St. 
Anthony: he must obtain peace from God, and she sacrifices 
her little savings of perhaps many months to buy bread for the 
poor children or nuns of Germany. 

There is another pious mother. She has wept and prayed 
for a long time, but to all appearances, in vain. Her children 
are all grown. A son, or perhaps the youngest daughter does 
not fulfil her religious duties, and is on the way to eternal 
perdition. How heavily that weighs upon the pious, faithful 
mother-heart! The husband died years ago and left his entire 
estate to her. Her only grief is a wayward child in the family. 
What shall she do? Grow despondent, and wring her hands in 
despair? No, she must pray and sacrifice. Prayer alone will 
not suffice; prayer must be accompanied by sacrifice. Now the 
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woman makes a daring resolution. — She has read of the distress 
of the religious in Central Europe, and she writes to us: “Dear 
Sisters, in honor of the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph and St. 
Anthony, I will provide a Carmelite convent (or sisters in charge 
of children) with bread for one whole year.” — 

There is a man who wants to sell His farm or needs help 
in some other temporal affair. He expects help from St. Anthony 
and sends us five, ten, or twenty-five dollars for St. Anthony’s 
bread. It costs him a great sacrifice to give it! We send the 
money to His Eminence Cardinal Faulhaber, and tell him to buy 
bread for the poor children of Germany. Let the good farmer 
not be down-hearted; St. Anthony will see to it that all comes 
out aright. 

Three Conditions 


Thus in thousands of temporal and spiritual needs, St. 
Anthony desires to help, but whoever wishes to be helped by 
him should procure bread for his poor; much bread, if he has the 
means. Try it, dear reader, and you will see miracles, provided 
you fulfil the following conditions: 

1. That you ask nothing of St. Anthony which would be opposed 
to your eternal salvation. 

2. That you give according to your strength and means. He who 
is rich should give plentifully, should give even until it hurts, until it is 
really a sacrifice, as Lazarus, Mary and Marthadid. They gave liberally, 
very liberally, and our Lord always accepted their alms with pleasure. 
He never said: ‘‘Dear children, that is too much; you must provide also. 
for yourselves, for your old days, etc.’’ 

Let us take for granted that a wealthy gentleman, advanced in 
years, is concerned about his eternal salvation, or perhaps is suffering 
from a painful malady. He longs for help and alleviation, for comfort 
from above. Suppose this gentleman gives one hundred dollars for St. 
Anthony’s bread and thinks, ‘‘That is a goodly sum!’’ But listen: This 
gentleman gave too little! He did not give according to his means! He 
could have given a thousand dollars just as well, and still not have felt 
it! He, on his part, wants something very important from St. Anthony, 
therefore he should have given a proportionate alms. St. Anthony is 
very generous and charitable, and expects his clients to be the same. 
He who has much, let him give much; he who has little, let him give of 
the little for St. Anthony’s bread, and St. Anthony will do his part. We 
must expect this of him with unwavering trust. 

3. We must have confidence. Many do not trust St. Anthony 
fully. They say: ‘‘Let him help first, then I will do something too; but 
first I must have help.’’ St. Anthony is very sensitive in this regard, 
even up in heaven. .. Therefore, be prudent; trust him; help according 
to your ability to supply the poor with bread. Make a compact with 
him. ‘‘I will give this sum for bread for the poor, and in return, O 
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beloved saint, obtain this. .. favor for me. Yes, I have full confidence 
in thy love and power.”’ By this you honor St. Anthony, and St. Anthony 
will stand good for everything. That is his unalterable custom. 


OQOoCeeoOom 


Unspeakably Great 





The Catholic priesthood is something unspeakably great, sublime 
and holy, the joy and honor of Catholic people. How a mother’s eye 
beams with bliss and delight, when she, the mother, can say: My son 
is a priest; my son offers the holy Sacrifice of the Mass; or, my son will 
be ordained priest in a few years, he is already in the priests’ seminary. 
O enviable mother, who gives her son to the Church, that as the anointed 
of the Lord, he may stand between God and the people, and live for 
the people that he may lead them on the way of life to the eternal joys! 

Vocations to the priesthood are far more common than is believed; 
but alas! many, many young men trifle away the grace of the sacer- 
dotal vocation by preferring the joys of the world, or shunning the hard- 
ships and sacrifices of study. A youth who loves chastity and finds 
delight in prayer and Holy Mass may take for granted that he has a 
vocation to the priesthood, although he may be of only moderate talent. 
Purity of heart and piety are two conditions which cannot be replaced 
by anything else, for a priest who is not chaste, is unworthy of being 
called a priest. 

How happy the family that can give a priest to the Lord! It has 
ever been the craving of a fond mother, the heart’s desire of a loving 
father to offer a son to the Church that he might becomea priest. But 
listen! You, too, Christian father, good mother, can have a priest in 
your family if you adopt a youth who wishes to study for the priesthood. 
Through the unhappy war the middle class of people in Germany and 
German-Austria is almost entirely impoverished, and it was just from 
this middle class that formerly most of the vocations for the priesthood 
went forth. The sad consequence is, that many youths, although they 
feel a call to the sacred ministry, can never satisfy the craving of their 
heart, unless generous friends support them with the necessary means. 
Unless speedy and effectual help is given from abroad, especially by 
the United States, a great dearth of priests will make itself felt in Catholic 
Germany and Austria, to the great detriment of the Church. 


A Thought from Heaven! 


Now here is an idea; we believe it comes from heaven! 
In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, however, a donation of 
$500.00 would be sufficient for the education of a youth to 
the priesthood. What a blessed consciousness to know: 
Through my efforts | have made it possible for a young man 
to study and become a priest! Daily he will remember me 
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at the altar: Daily he will pray for those dear to me, and 
should I not see him on earth, surely I will see him in heaven 
where he will be forever grateful. How the Lord Himself 
will reward such a great act of charity! 

However, many people with the best will are unable to 
sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably be 
possible for them, Be consoled, for this amount would defray 
the expenses of a student of philosophy or theology until his 
ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation 
for the bishop when such a noble gift arrives! 

Others, again, by being sparing and economical, can lay 
aside $50.00 or $60-00 a year. That is just sufficient to pay the 
expenses of a student for one year. Now he can study! Without 
this support he would have had to give up his studies! 

Almost all the students of Germany who are studying for the priest- 
hood, are financially in a sad plight. Many of the theology students 
must work in mines during vacation at hard, unaccustomed labor, to 
earn a little money for themselves. Others work above their strength 
with shovel and wheelbarrow and building stones, and at the end of 
their vacation they find, to their bitter disappointment, that their money, 
earned by such hard labor, has lost its value through the deplorable 
drop in the value of their money. 

Cardinal Faulhaber told us with heavy heart of the dire need of 
German students. Without sufficient food and clothing, these poor 
students must sit in unheated schoolrooms during the winter, because 
of lack of fuel. They freeze their hands and feet. When Cardinal 
Faulhaber distributed Holy Communion to his students he noticed many 
with frozen hands, ears and nose. 

Now the practical solution: — Whoever wishes to adopt a 
student until he has attained the priesthood, may send us the 
offering. 

We will forward the donation or scholarship to the diocesan 
bishop or to the directors of the seminary who will apply it 
to the education of a worthy student. The scholarship should 
not be. sent direct to the student, because the diocesan bishop 
and the seminary directors are responsible for the vocation of 
a candidate to the priesthood. Should the student at any time 
prove himself unworthy of his high calling, the bishop withdraws 
the scholarship from him and bestows it upon another who is 
worthy. In this way the donor is assured that his gift is 
being applied to the holy purpose for which ‘he sacrificed his 
money. 

According to the value of their currency, it may happen that, in- 
stead of one student, two enjoy the benefit of the same scholarship. 
The bishop or director of the seminary will write to you himself, and 
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also the happy student. He will be in communication with you until 
he says his first Holy Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will 
then be drawnstill more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, 
an you not say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, believe me, 
this priest will be a most grateful son; he will be your joy and consola- 
tion, especially at the hour of death. 


Sure of Heaven 


Not without many personal sacrifices, a pious woman in the 
state of New York gave two scholarships. But what exceeds 
all human praise is, that this truly Christian woman obtained not 
less than nineteen scholarships from her friends and acquaint- 
ances. Truly, this is what we call heroic charity, for like every 
good work, the securing of these scholarships was connected 
with many difficulties, perhaps, too, with many disappoint- 
ments. — This example shows what a woman’s heart can do 
that is penetrated with charity for God and love and reverence 
for the priesthood. 


Well-nigh Incredible 


Really, it is well-nigh incredible what feats of Christian charity a 
woman who is filled with the spirit of God can accomplish. There isa 
mother who has worked long hours, saved from her toilsome labor and 
deprived herself of many things in order to assist poor German and 
Austrian students who are preparing for the priesthood. She writes: — 

**So far I have six spiritual sons who pray for me and my children. 
My dearest wish is to have two more priestly sons, because | have eight 
children, and I would like to have a spiritual brother for each, that not 
one of them may be lost for eternity. Since I have these dear spirit- 
ual sons who pray so much for us and write such beautiful letters, we 
have enjoyed many pleasures, yes, great happiness and many blessings 
in our family. My heart, formerly so sad, is now always full of joy, 
and from day to day | experience new and brighter hopes. God be 
praised and thanked !’’ 

isn’t that beautiful! Isn’t that worthy of admiration! Yes, heaven 
itself rejoices and marvels at such generosity. How great and glorious 
will this mother stand before us on the day of judgment, and how the 
Lord will honor this good woman above all the great and mighty of 
earth! Surely this example will be an inspiration to the hearts of many 
who for the honor of God and for their own salvation desire to have a 
priest in the family. 
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